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BLAGO Fund is a non-profit organization that
preserves and promotes Serbian cultural her-
itage. Its experts and enthusiasts, within the
homeland country as well as throughout Ser-
bian Diaspora, seek to develop a broader aware-
ness and understanding of the importance of
Serbian cultural heritage along with its place
in the global cultural landscape, and to pres-
ent its significance and beauty to the world.
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BEGINNINGS

BLAGO was founded in San Francisco in the
spring of 1998 by the Serbian Unity Congress.
Understanding that the first step in the pro-
tection of national cultural heritage (and
above all its most endangered elements),
through systematic and up-to-date docu-
mentation and presentation, inspired a group
of enthusiasts from the Diaspora to embark
on such a journey. The Grand Patrons of the
Fund were His Grace Bishop Jovan of the
Western American Diocese and HRH Prince
Aleksandar Karadjordjevic. The inaugural gala
event featured an art exhibition, music per-
formance and a fashion show inspired by Ser-
bian medieval costume.

®onp BJTIATO je HenpodHTHa opraH13almja
UMjU CYy LM/bEBHM O4YyBake W MPOMOBMCAHE
cpnckor kyntypHor Hacneha. CTpyyrbaLiy W eH-
TY3HMjaCTH, KaKO Y AOMOBHHHU TaKO W Yy AMja-
CMOpH, OKYMbEHH Cy OKO 3ajeIHAUKe MAeje oa
ce y CPrcKOM Hapony MOJAMIHEe CBECT O 3Ha-
yajy COMnCTBeHe KynTypHe dalluTHHe, Kao 1 Aa ce
HeHe BPeNHOCTH 1 JIeNnoTa MPE3EeHTYjy Y CBETY.

®onp BJIATO, Cpbuja

lopnana Kenuh, aupektop,
MCTOpHYap yMeTHOCTH, beorpan

Jbydbomnp MegneHuua,
npencenHyk YnpasHor ogdopa,
beorpap

3opaH JosaHosuh, MnageHosal,
Anekcanpap Topoposuh, IT, beorpan

Bnapumup Ahumosuh, IT, beorpag

MMOYETAK

@®oHp BJTATO je ocHosaH y CaH ®paHuucky
y nponehe 1998. roarHe non okprmbem KoH-
rpeca cprckor yjeaumera. Csect o Tome 1ia je
Mp8H Kopak y ouvyBatby HallMOHanHe dalTu-
He, HAPOUYNTO OHe YrpoXeHe, heHO CUCTEMa-
THYHO U CaBPEMEHO IOKYMEHTOBAE, @ TOTOM
W Npe3eHTOBatbe, OMpeneNnuna je rpymny eHTy-
3MWjacTa M3 Cpricke fMjacrnope 3a 08y BpCTy Ae-
natHoctH. CrieLijanHy NoKpoBMTEbH NMPH OC-
Husary DoHaa dunu cy Hberoso npeocselu-
TEHCTBO T. JoBaH, eN1cKon 3anafHoaMepHUKH,
W Hberoso 81McouyaHCTBO MpHHL, AnekcaHnap
Kapahophesuh. CseuaHa seuepa ynpunuye-
Ha MosOJIOM OCHHBatba duna je mponpahena
MPUTOLHUM KYNITYPHWUM MPOrpamoM, YMETHH-
UKOM M3N10XKOOM, KaO M MOJLHOM PEBHjOM MH-
CMUPHUCAHOM CPIICKHUM CPefHhOBEKOBHHUM KO-
CTUMOM.



BLAGO Fund Mission

As the nation'’s cultural heritage is a pillar and
mirror of its identity, our mission is to pre-
serve and promote Serbian treasures in a way
that ties together the past, present, and fu-
ture. From its inception the BLAGO Fund es-
tablished several objectives: a) to digitally do-
cument medieval Serbian monuments and
create a database of the same; b) to publicize
and promote all the collected data to all inter-
ested parties: researchers, educators and the
general public; ¢) to connect institutions and
individuals actively involved in the process of
gathering, archiving, and presenting informa-
tion on Serbian cultural heritage.

The BLAGO Fund has so far documented, ar-
chived and presented twenty-five Serbian
medieval churches and monasteries, seven of
which are on the UNESCO World Heritage
list. Our publicly available document collec-
tion is the only modern, readily accessible
digital source archiving Serbian medieval cul-
ture. It encompasses tens of thousands of
photographs and hundreds of items of virtual
information, recorded using the latest tech-
nology. By reaffirming the importance of sys-
tematic and professional digitizing and ar-
chiving of all forms of cultural artifacts, the
Fund also supports the emerging global focus
on Digital Humanities, along with Serbia’s
drive to join this initiative that enables mak-
ing world cultural heritage digitally available
and accessible for present and future genera-

tions.
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Mmucuja ®onpa BJIATO

Mucuja ®onpa BJTATO jecte ouysame 1 npo-
MOBHCahe CprcKke KyNnTypHe daluThHe Ha Ha-
YMH KOjW nose3yje MpOLNOCT, CafallbOoCT
dynyhHocrt. Y Tom cmucny BJIATO je nocrasu-
710 HEKONMKO LIW/beRa, a MPBH Of, kX je Jo-
KYMEHTOBaHe OJHOCHO JUIMTAHO CHUMae
CPMCKMX CpeaOBEKOBHMX CTOMEHHKA W CTBa-
parbe Dase noparaka o kwrma. pyru uum je
Ia ce Te MHbOPMaLMje Npe3eHTyjy 1 fa dyny
Y MOTAYHOCTH JOCTYMHE CBUM 3anHTepecosa-
HWMM MojearHLKMMA M 0DPa30BHMM LIEHTPUMA.
[Topepn Tora, ®ong BJTATO Hactoju pa nose-
3yje MHCTHUTYLIM]e U NOjeIMHLLE KOjU Cy aKTHB-
HO YK/bYYeHH Y MPOLLeC CaKym/batba, apXHUBH-
parba M NMpe3eHToBara LOKyMeHTallMje o Cro-
MeHHUKOM Hacnely Kako y 3em/bu Tako H y
MHOCTPAHCTBY.

Y3 nomoh cnelujanmcra 3a Cprcky CpeaHo-
8eKoBHY ymeTHOCT y CpdHuju, unaHosr MoHpaa
BJTATO ToKOM fBe feLieHuWje UHTerpanHo cy
CHUMMNM, apXMBMPanu M Ha 8ed cTpaHuuy
www.srpskoblago.org npeseHTosanu nsane-
CeT MeT CPrCKHUX CpeaHOBEKOBHMX LipKasa H
MaHacTMpa, of KOjuX je cefiam Ha YHeCcKoBoj
Jluctu ceetcke dawtnHe. OBa yMrbeHHLA KBA-
nubukyje apxus OoHAa Kao jeMHU cagpemMe-
HW M CBMMA JOCTYNaH AWTMTaNHK apX1s Cpri-
CKOT Cper0BEKOBEKOBHOT KYNTYPHOT Hacne-
Ha. OH obyxBaTa HEKONMKO AeCeTHHA X1/bazia
cdotorpaduija 1 8uLLE Of CTOTHHY MPHKa3a BUP-
TyenHe CTBAPHOCTH, yBEK CHUMAHMX Y CKnamy
¢ BakehnM cagpeMeHUM TeXHONOrMjama.
®onp BJ/TIATO HacToju aa ce akTyenHa vaeja o
CHCTEMATCKOM AWTHUTANU308akby KyNTypHe ba-
WITHHe pa3sHje 4O HajsuLUEer cTerneHa U a ce
CpbHja ykibyuH y 3ajeAHUUKY MHHLWjATHBY YH-
Tasor cgeTa Aa Hacnehe yunHW OOCTYyMHHUM Y
OWUTHUTanHoj bopMH U MHbOpPMaLKje 0 Hhemy
cayvysa 3a dynyhHocT.



RAVANICA AND MILESEVA

Monastery Ravanica is the first monastery
that BLAGO Fund has documented in full. It
was done in 1998, followed by the docu-
menting of Mileseva monastery in 2000.
Members of the BLAGO have subsequently
visited these monasteries in 2009 and 2018,
respectively.

Church of the Ascension,

Monastery Mileseva

Mileseva Monastery, the endowment of King
Vladislay, is one of the most important spiritual
centres of Serbian people. In the narthex of
the Church of the Ascension were housed the
earthly remains of Saint Sava, what makes this
monastery a place where his saintly cult was
established and started to spread.

Lipksa BasHecemwa Xpucrosor,
MaHactup Muneluesa

MaHactup Munelesa, 3agyxdrHa kpama
Bnapmcnasa, jegHo je o HajsHauajHHjux
[YXOBHHWX CPefiulITa CprCKOr Hapoda. Y. &
npunpatk upkse BasHecera Xprcrosor
noymsanu cy semHu ocrauu Csetor Case,
2 0Baj MAHACTHP je MeCTO HaCTaHKa H
LWMpeHa HErosor CBETUTELCKOT KyTa.
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PABAHHULUA U MHUJIELLEBA

Church of the Ascension,
Monastery Ravanica

Lipksa BasHnecemwa Xpucrosor,
MaHactup PagaHuua

Manactup Pasanuua je npsr CMOMEHHK KOjH
je Tum ®onpa BJTATO y uenvHu cHrummo. To je
yunreHo 1998. roguHe, a ycnenuno je CHu-
Mame y Munewesn 2000. roguHe. YnaHosu
BJTATA noHoBMnM cy pafHe nocete TMM MaHa-
ctipyma — y Pasanuum cy dunu v 2009, a 'y
Mwunewesn 2018. roguHe.



SAVE THE WHITE ANGEL

White Angel (Archangel Gabriel)
Benu anheo (Apxanhen Maspuno)

In 2001, members of the Serbian Unity Con-
gress raised funds for restoration of some of
the most damaged frescoes in Mileseva mon-
astery. Amongst others, the frescos of the White
Angel (The Myrrh-bearers at the Christ's Tomb),
Saint Sava and Saint Simeon Nemanja, as well
as the portraits of other members of the Ne-
manjic family were restored.

CITACHMO BEJIOI AHBEJIA

St Sava and St Simeon Nemanja

Csetu Caga v Csetn CumeoH Hemarba

YnaHoswu KoHrpeca cprckor yjenumera caky-
nunu cy 2001. roguHe cpefcTsa 3a pecraypa-
LIMjy HajyrpoXXeHH1juX Aenosa 3uHOT ClMKap-
CTBa Y LpKBW MaHacThpa Muneluege. M3mehy
OCTanux, KOH3epsuCaHa je W pecTaypucaHa
dpecka MupoHocHiie Ha Xp1cToBom rpody
(benu aHheo), kao v noptpetn Cgetor Case,
Cgetor CmeoHa Hemame 1 gpyrux npunag-
HWKa AuHacTHje Hemarsuha.



STUDENICA | CTYOEHHULA

Three-light
window,
Church of the
Holy Virgin
Tpudopa,
BoropopuuvHa
LpKsa

Studenica Monastery is established by Ste-
fan Nemanja, whose holy relics are buried
in the main monastery church dedicated to
the Holy Virgin. It is considered one of the
most important and best known treasures
of Serbian medieval art and is included on
the UNESCO World Heritage Sites list. Dur-
ing 2002, 2009, 2015 and 2017, a team of
BLAGO Fund has carefully documented this
monastery’s legacy.

| * |
John the Apostle, detail of the
Crucifixion, Church of the Holy Virgin

Anocron JosaH u3 Pacneha,
boropoanunHa upksa

Detail of the Presentation of
the Holy Virgin, King's Church

Ietan boropoanunHor Basepema,
Kpamesa upksa

Manactup Crygenuua — 3agyxoduna Cume-
oHa Hemambe, unje cseTe MOLUTH MOYUBAjY Y
BoropopuunHoj LpKsH, rMasHOM MaHaCTHp-
CKOM XpaMy — jefiaH je of Haj3Ha4YajHHjUX U
Hajo3HaTHjHUX CPMCKMX MaHacTMpa. Tokom
papHux noceta 2002, 2009, 2015. u 2017.
ropguHe unaHosu ®oHpa BJIAIO y notnyHo-
CTH CYy CHUMHITM OBaj Aparysb CPricke Cpef-
HOBEKOBHE YMETHOCTH, KOjU Ce Hanasu M
Ha YHeckoB0j Jluctu cseTcke KynTypHe Ha-
LUTHHE.



The medieval monuments in Kosovo and Me-
tohija, the most vulnerable witnesses of our
past, draw a special attention to the members
of BLAGO Fund, when they documented in
detail Gracanica Monastery in 2003. Gracan-
ica, together with Decani monastery, Patri-
archat of Pec, and the Church of Mother of
God of Ljevisa, is on the UNESCO's List of
World Heritage in Danger.

Church of the Holy Virgin,
Monastery Gracanica

Lipksa Npecsere
Bboropopauie, MmaHacTup
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Personification of the Sea,
detail of the Last Judgement
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MepcoHundukaLmja mopa,
nertar CTpawiHor cyaa
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['pauanHuua

b :
St King Milutin
Csetur Kparb MunyTuH

CrnomeHuumMma Ha Kocosy 1 MeToxwiju, Hajpa-
HMBUjUM CBELOLMMA Halle MPOLUIOCTH, Yna-
Hosu ®oHpa BJTATO nocgetunu cy nocedHy
naxrpy 2003. roguHe, Kaza je y LenuHKU CHUM-
JbeH MaHacTup [payanuua. Taj cnomeHuk je
yBpLUTEH Ha YHeckoBy JIMCTy yrpoxeHe cseT-
cKke DalTHHE, @ Ha TOj INCTK Hanase ce joLu
TPHU KOCOBCKOMETOXMjCKA CrOMeHHKa — [le-
yaHu, lNehka natpujapimja v upksa boropo-
ouue Jbesuiike.










SOPOCANI | COINORAHH
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Church of the Holy Trinity, Mona.stery Sopocani
Lipksa Csete Tpojuue, MaHacTip ConohaHu

§ Old Testament
Prophet

CraposaseTHu
NMpOpoK

Archbishop
Savalll

Apxuenuckon
Casall

UNESCO protected Sopocani Monastery, also a part of
Stari Ras region which was the first capital of Serbian me-
dieval state, was thoroughly documented and recorded
by BLAGO in the summer of 2004.

Manactrp ConohaHu, koju je yspiuTeH Ha JIncty YHecko-
ge cgeTcke dawTrHe y cknony uenude Crapu Pac, npse
npectoHuue Hemawnhie Cpbuje, unaHosu BJTATA cHu-
MUK cy Tokom nieta 2004. roguHe.



DECANI
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Jesus Christ, Transfiguration

w0

HMcyc Xpucroc u3 [Npeodparkera

Emperor Dusan, Nemanjic family tree
Llap Oywan u3 Jloze Hemamnuha

Monastery Decani occupies a special place in
Serbian and world cultural and art heritage. It
is endowment of Serbian King Stefan Decan-
ski (and his burial place as well) and his son,
Emperor Dusan. Its architecture, sculptures
and frescos, as well as everyday monastery
life was fully captured on photographs during
2004, 2005 and 2007.

JNEYAHHA

St Cyril of Alexandria
and St John the Merciful

Csetu Kupun
AnekcaHApHjcKH
v Csetu JoBaH
Munoctusu

[TocebHo mecTo y cprnckoj 1 cBeTCKoj KynTy-
pPU M YMETHOCTH Mpunafga MaHactupy [eua-
HWUMa, 3aayx0uHK kpama Credana [leyaHckor
W Hherosor cuHa uapa [lywara. ApxutekTypy,
CKynnTypy v bpecke, anu 1 CBAKOLHEBHLLY Ma-
HacTUpckor xusoTa, TuM BJTATA je netamHo
dotorpaducao Tokom 2004, 2005. 1 2007.
roguHe.



PATRIARCHATE OF PEC

St Nicholas,
Church of
St Apostles

arnocrona

The Virgin and Child
Enthroned, Church =
of the Mother of God e |

Hodegetria

) Boropo,u,nua ca

The monastery complex of Patriarchate of Pe .
consists of four churches: the church of the
poauue OJJ,[/II'MTpH]e u CeeTor Hukone — v se-

Holy Apostles, Church of St Demetrius, Church
of the Mother of God Hodegetria and Church
of St Nicholas. It is a seat of Serbian Patriarchs
for centuries, as well as a spiritual and reli-
gious centre of all Serbian people. Members
of BLAGO Fund have visited the monastery in
2007.
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Csetu Hukona,
upksa Ceetnx

MERKA MATPHUJAPLUH]A

Churches of Patriarchate of Pec

Lipkee lNehke natpujapiuuje

JIMKOM MPHUIMPATOM BHMLIEBEKOBHO je CefuLuTe
CPICK1X MaTpujapaxa v LyXO8HW LieHTap Cpr-
ckor Hapoga. Ha Kocosy n Metoxuju. YnaHosH
®onpa BJTATO dunu ¢y y pagHoj noceti mMa-
Hactupy 2007. ronuHe.



OTHER | OCTAIJIE
PHOTO COLLECTIONS | 3bMPKE ®OTOIPAOH]A

White

~ Church

of Karan
Bena upksa
KapaHcKa

Church of
Church of St Achillius, Arilje Holy Apostles
Peter and

Lipksa Cgetor Axunuja, Apube
Paul, Ras

Lipksa Csetnx
anocrona
[Metpau §
[Masna, Pac

Tamnica Church,
Kosovska Kamenica

Lipksa TamHuuya,

Kocoscka KameHuua Church of the Presentation

of the Holy Virgin, Lipljan
Lipksa Basepera
BoropoauunHor,
Jlunmax

Monastery

Gradac
MaHactup
['papay,
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BLAGO Fund MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES
YJTAHOBH M CAPAIHHWLUN ®onpa BJIATO

Nenad and Jelena Vukicevic, Ljubomir Medenica, Zoran Jovanovic,
Gordana Kelic, Ivana Ignjatovic, Vladimir Acimovic, Radmilo Bozinovic,
Sasa Sekulic, Igor Jeremic, Nikola Lecic, Mija Stanojlovic, Dragan Vojvodic,
Aleksandar Todorovic, Vladimir Peric, Tanja Vuleta etc.



The Christian Heritage of Kosovo and Metohija
The Historical and Spiritual Heartland of the Serbian People

This book on Serbia’s Christian Heritage in Kosovo and Metohija, its heartland in medieval
times and through Ottoman domination, is intended to introduce to a wide reading public the
oldest and richest treasury of Serbian medieval history and culture. Its authors are leading spe-
cialists in the fields in which they write, so readers may place complete reliance on the factual
accuracy of the material. The book presents a cultural history and the heritage of the Serbian
Medieval Kingdom ruled by Nemanji¢ Dynasty; its cultural development over centuries and its
patriotic heart, which resided in Rascia (Raska) and Kosovo. Award Publishing Project of the
Year from the Diaspora at Belgrade Book Fair 2015.
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Majority of photographs for the Christian He-  BehuHa d)OTO{'paCija Y KhbM3u Xpuwhaxcko
ritage of Kosovo and Metohija came from the Hacnehe Ha Kocosy u Me@ioxuju npey3erta je 13
BLAGO collections. genuke 30upke dotorpaduja Gonpa BJIATO.



USE OF BLAGO FUND
MATERIAL

Word wide available digital archive of BLAGO
Fund, became an inevitable resource for both
students and scholars on numerous faculties
in Serbia, as well as abroad. A large number of
BLAGO Fund photographs are published in
Serbian and foreign scientific periodicals and
monographs. All this facts shows the impor-
tance of detailed and high-quality photo doc-
umentation for the researches of Byzantine
and Serbian Medieval art which is provided
by BLAGO Fund.

In accordance with once established objec-

tives, BLAGO Fund gladly provides its mate-

rial for scientific and non-commercial use.

Amongst the others, BLAGO photographs

were used by the following scholars:

+ Elena-Dana Prioteasa, Institute of Archae-
ology and History of Art in Cluj-Napoca,
Romania

+ Kaori Kodera, TV researcher of One By One
Plus in Tokyo, Japan

+ Amy Neff, Professor Emerita of Art History
at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville

+ Roland Betancourt, Professor of Byzantine
art history at the University of California,
Irvine

+ Michael Gottfried, The Open University of
Israel

* Yoanna Tsvetanova, Paris X University,
France

+ Anthony Cutler, Professor of Early Christian
and Byzantine art, College of Arts and Ar-
chitecture, Penn State University

+ Charlie Barber, Professor at the Depart-
ment of Art and Archaeology, Princeton
University
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KOPULUREHE MATEPH]ATIA
OOHIA BJIATO

Csuma pocTymaH aurutanHd apxus @DoHpa

BJTATO seh ropMHama je He3aodbunasaH y Ha-

CTagu Ha JomahuMm anu 1 cTpaHuM dakynTe-

THMa, JOK MHOTODPOjHH YnaHuu y fomahum 1

MHOCTPaHMM HayYHMM YaCOMUCUMA, Kao W Ha-

yuHe MoHorpadcke nydnrvkalmje ¢ penpony-

KOBAaHUM CHMMLMMaA M3 apx1sa ®oHpa BJ1A-

'O, npyxajy yBWA y 3Hauaj AeTajbHe W KBanu-

TeTHe AuruTante Goto-nokymeHTaluje bJIATA

3a KOH3epBaTope U HCTpaXk1Baye CPrcKe K B1=

3aHTHjCKe YMETHOCTH LIMPOM CBeTa.

Y cknapy ca csojum Hadenuma, ®onp BJIATO

CBOj MaTepujan pafo yCTynay Hay4yHe U HeKO-

mepuujanHe cepxe. Kopuiuhe je, uamehy oc-

Tanor, 1y cnegehum nydnukauujama:

+ Busanitiujcko Hacnehe u cplicka YMeHOCH
I-11I, Cpnck1 KOMHTET 3a BM3aHTONOTH]Y,
Cny>xdeHu rnacHWK, BU3aHTONOLIKK MHCTH-
TyT CAHY, Beorpan 2016.

» Cpiicko ymeiHu4ko Hacnehe Ha Kocosy u
Meimoxuju. Mgenmuiuei, 3Hauaj, Yylpoxe-
Hocid, Cpricka akafemuja Hayka U YMETHO-
ctH, beorpap 2017.

+ Y 3olpagy, yaconucy 3a CpenrOBeKOBHY
YMETHOCT KOjHu u3faje MHCTUTYT 3a ucTopujy
ymetHocth Ounosodckor dakynteta y be-
orpasly U Koju ce ybpaja y HajyrnenHuje
CBETCKE YaCcomMM1ce 3a MCTOYHOXPHLLIHAaHCKY
YMETHOCT Cpeftber 8eka, MHOTM Hay4HH pa-
[0BH MITYCTPOBAHM Cy CHUMLIMMA M3 apx1sa
®onpa BJIATO.



